THE EVIDENCE OF THE PLAYS
"THE CASE FOR EDWARD DE VERB, THE
SEVENTEENTH EARL OF OXFORD,
AS c SHAKESPEARE/ "
and
"THE OXFORD-SHAKESPEARE CASE
CORROBORATED "
In these books he not only covers most of the
ground, but is able to confirm the existence of
references to the Earl of Oxford, which, in many
cases suggest, in others practically reveal, him as
"William Shakespeare" in disguise.
In the first chapter of The Case Corroborated, he
alludes to confirmation by a cipher of the meaning
of ipse in the "William" scene of As Ton Like It
(V, i), referred to in his previous book (p. 260).
William (of Stratford) is asked his age by
Touchstone (Oxford-Shakespeare), and replies,
"Five and twenty, sir,53 which was the age of
Shakspere in 1589, the date of the writing of the
play. Thereafter^ follows:
TOUCH. Give me your hand.   Art thou learned?
WILL. No, Sir.
TOUCH. Then learn this of me;  to have is to have;
for it is a figure in rhetoric that drink, being poured
' out of a cup into a glass, by filling the one doth
empty the other: for all your writers do consent that
ipse is he; now you are not ipse; for I am he.
Otherwise,  "Are you learned enough to have
written these plays?    No!    Well, water being
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